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Accidental or unavoidable (adventitious) presence of GM seeds in seed

lots of non-genetically modified plant varieties

Comments on

Draft COMMISSION DIRECTIVE ../.../EC

of [...] amending Council Directives 66/400/EEC, 66/401/EEC, 66/402/EEC,
66/403/EEC,

69/208/EEC and 70/458/EEC on the marketing of beet seed, fodder plant seed,
cereal seed,

seed-potatoes, seed of oil and fibre plants and vegetable seed and Decision
95/232/EC on the

organisation of a temporary experiment in order to establish conditions to be
satisfied by the

seed of hybrids and varietal associations of swede rape and turnip rape
(Working document Doc.SANCO/1542/02- January 2002)

submitted by Research Institute of Organic Agriculture, Switzerland
(FiBL.ch)

Dear Sir

Not wt hstand ng Switzerlandis na me mber o the European Uni on we take
herewththe opporturitytocomment onthe Go mm ss on Orective

menti oned above As ame mber o the Swss arganic agicutue nove ment
we are very concer ned about the proposedthreshd dsfa GVIO
contamnation Snce Snitzerlandis higny dependent oni nport o seeds
from European Unon we are drdd tha our countryis subsequentlyforced
to adopt the EU standards.



We th nk suchl eg d aion shou d be based onthe precauti onary prind de
gu ded by adear sraegyto guaranteethefundanmentd rigt o chace of
consuners andfa mers and a ning to pra ect the emvironment aga nst a
potertid irrevers H e damage

The Research Ingtitu e of @ganic Agricdturethere o e supportsthe
Comments made by IFOAM EU g oup, Fiends of Earth and Geenpeace

I rt er nati onal.

The proposed drectiveis contrad coryto argan ¢c andards of EUregu aion
2092/91 To nmantdanthe purity d organ c seeds a the h ghest levd,
threshd ds of contam nati on shou d be & the actud i nit d det ecti on o
01%

We thnkthat thesethreshd ds nmust be based on regu aly updat ed sdertific
datafo each crop spedes. W therefare support theidea o regu ar rev ews
of thetexts proposed by the Commsson @ course anyrevson nust take
account d the futher acqu Stion o know edge on the sulj ect.

Poss H e costs and addtiond constrairntsto guaranteethsinegity shodd be
met by those opera aswhointendtoinroduce GMGs and not by those
whoinendtosay GMO free

Theinspection and contrd syssemmust be harmoni sed worl dw de Vdidat ed
testing and sanpling met hods have to be estadished W support the
suggesti onto devd op adat abase on DNA sequences and and ys s

pr ocedur es that dl ow non-aut horised occurrences to be detect ed

The Research I nstitue of @ganic Agricdturein Fick (R B.ch) incooperaion
wththe Researchlinstitute o Gganc Agicdtuein Berlin(RBL de) launched
thsyear aprged “Avad GMO contani nati on of argan ¢ seeds”. The am of
ths prged isto devd op a qudity nanagement systemfo organ c seed
producti onto ava d contam nationwith GMGOs. We hopethis prgect wll gve
futher informationto dedson makersfa fuue dredives regard ng

threshd ds.

We thank the comnissontocaredullyread ngthislete. W ask youtotake
these observaionsinoaccount, and wou dliketo be kept inf or med on the

resuts d ths consutdion procedure

Yoursfathuly

Dr. Us Ngdi

Dredor
ResearchIngitue o Gganc Agicultue Swtzerland (R BL ch)
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