Attention: This is an unofficial translation of a letter sent by the Austrian Farmers
Organisation to the EU Commission on GE Seed Contamination. At the end of the document
a scan of the original letter can be found.

---- Beginning of Translation ----

Presidential Conference of the Agricultural Chambers of Austria
Mister President

Romani Prodi

European Commission

B-1049 Brussels

Vienna, 1 July 2004

Our ref.: I1I/1-Gr,7/2004 Tel.: +43153441-8593 Fax extension: -8529 E-mail: pkrecht@pklwk.at

Re:Determining tolerance thresholds for the adventitious presence of GMOs in seeds

Dear Mr. President:

Discussions have been going on for quite some time in the European Union about the
determination of tolerance thresholds for the adventitious presence of GMOs in seeds. The
last seed thresholds to be mentioned were 0.3% for rape and maize, and 0.5% for beats,
potatoes and cotton.

The Presidential Conference of the Agricultural Chambers of Austria objects to these
thresholds for GMO contamination of seeds for various reasons and refers to the Austrian
Regulation on GE and Seeds, where a tolerance threshold of 0.0%, respectively of 0.1% in
follow-up tests, was determined. The tolerance thresholds mentioned by the EC are by all
means too high and will not allow coexistence in the long run.

Seeds are the first element in the food and feed chain. The purity requirement for seeds and
the strict labelling requirements for seeds containing GMOs are important prerequisites for the
coexistence of non-GMO and GMO agriculture and food production. But if seeds are already
contaminated with GMOs in concentrations of up to half the tolerance threshold for GMOs in
food and feed, it can not be ruled out that food products produced from these seeds fall under
the GMO labelling requirements, also due to possible other sources of contamination (e.g.
airborne pollen, transport, etc.).

Setting up GM-free zones as recommended in the EU Guidelines on coexistence (K(2003)
2624) is not possible with the proposed thresholds. In these zones, which are set up
voluntarily, the use of GMOs in agriculture is not permitted. But if there are no GM-free
seeds, these GM-free zones can not exist, as GM-free production can no longer be guaranteed
due to the reasons mentioned above.

The Presidential Conference of the Agricultural Chambers of Austria also demands a detailed
scientific analysis and assessment of the economic impacts on agriculture and the downstream
sectors should the thresholds for seeds proposed by the EC be applied. A further problem is



that no long-term tests have been conducted with GMOs and that, consequently, their possible
impacts on the environment can not be adequately taken into account in the authorisation
process. Moreover, scientists give contrary answers to questions on the possible consequences
of using GMOs in agriculture. Responsibility for the application of GMOs is passed on from
the EC to the member states and the users, although according to the precautionary principle
the EU is responsible for investigating all aspects of the use of GMOs in all possible areas.
This includes economic impacts and long-term consequences.

As the EU Guidelines on coexistence are not specific on the question of liability, it is up to the
member states to regulate liability. There are, however, different national regulations in this
area, which will lead to considerable distortions of competition in the common market. In
border regions where no bilateral agreements exist, there will be legal uncertainty. The
Presidential Conference of the Agricultural Chambers of Austria therefore demands a
consistent Europe-wide regulation of liability for unwanted contamination with GMOs.

In the Regulation on GE and Seeds, Austria has determined the threshold for adventitious or
technically unavoidable presence of GMOs in seeds at 0%, respectively at 0.1% in follow-up
tests. This strict threshold has stood the test of time and is fully accepted in ecological
farming. Therefore, the Presidential Conference of the Agricultural Chambers of Austria
proposes to introduce the same thresholds on a European level.

The Presidential Conference of the Agricultural Chambers of Austria beseeches you, dear
Mister President, to take the arguments presented into account when taking the decision on
seed thresholds and to set the threshold as low as possible according to the Austrian example.
The European Commission could thus make an important contribution to coexistence in the
EU.

The Presidential Conference of the Agricultural Chambers of Austria is gladly available for
further talks.

The president: OkR Rudolf Schwarzbock

The secretary general: Dipl.-Ing. August Astl

Copy:
Commissioner Byrne, EC (Health and Consumer Protection)
Commissioner Fischler, EC (Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries)

Notice:
MEP Graefe zu Baringdorf, European Parliament, Brussels

Mag. Fromwald, Greenpeace CEE, Vienna

---- End of Translation ----
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Batreff: Festlaqung von Grenrwerten des zufalligen
Vorhandenssing von GVO in Saatgut

Sene geehrler Herr Petisdant]

In dar Eursplischas Unlan wird =i iingetem Ohar dia Featisgung von Grenzwartan
das =ufilligen Verhandsraeins vwor (GVD In Saatgqut diskutiert. Zulett worden dia
Saatgun-Grenzwere 08 % fir Raps und Mais bew 0.5 % fir Albe, Kancifsl undg
Baumwolls genanmt.

Die Prasidersenkonfersn: der Landwimschatiskammem QOsareichs ehnt disse
Grenzweng fir GVO-Veranramlgung in Sesigut aus mehreren Srinden ab und
varngist auf dia  Gsterreichsche  Saatgut-Gonkechnk-Verordnung, we  en
Sohwalermied von 00 %% bew 0,1 % in dar Nachuntersuchunyg festgatagt wirda, Dis
ven der EX diskutisten Schwellanwerta sind jadantaliz 2u hoeh und werdon aine
Keavlsters auf langs Slent rlzht sembglichen.

Saaiipa il das arale Gliad in dae Lebens- und Fulicmafielkets, Cie Rainhaliung des
Saatprias bze die strikie Kennzcichnurgsadlicht {0r GVO-Ralldas Saalied 5 ain
erilsshicidonde Wormussolzung e ging Kosxlstanrs won GVWO-fraier ang Gwio-
anwendandar Landwirsshatt und Lebansmittelpraduktion, Wern abur beoreils Jas
Soatgut mit cinem bis zur Hilfte Sor i Lebens- und Futiemrstal zulBesigen GW0-
Faonzentralignen wargnreinigt ist, Bt es nicht suspuschilaian, dase dls daraus
hargastelian Produkta, auch i1 Felge andser Vansmreinigungeguelian (2.6, dumch
Pallantiug, Boi Transped, ate.) dan GVO-Kermzaichnungavorachificn uverdiager.

KR dien vorgesehlagessen Gronzeartsn &5 die Endichiung gcentece Kefraiar Jomnen,
wig 5ig in den ElkLaiinion zur Kosxislare (K(20032824) esnpfohien wardan, nlcht
msdgHER, I Glesen Gebktan, die sl freiwilliger Basis gobildet wendsn, 131 der Ebeatz
varn G¥0 in dar Lendwrischad mictt odaukt Wern ge Jadoch kein GYO-fralas
Sazigul gibk, lhren cich @Gess gendechnl-Malen Zonen ad absurdum, da cing EW0-
frivin Progiuietion aus den ganannicr Grinden nicht mehr gevadhslstat warden Kara,
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Die Praskentenkoriarenz der Landwinschallshammem Qstarsiche fordert auch
are  ganaue  wisscnschattiche Himerregung aowie a@ine  Boacdung  der
widsehafiichen Auswikungen auwf sle Landwitschaft und den nachgelageren
Eoreich bei den von dar ER worgeschisgenen Granzwarton 10r Saatqut. Hinmsd
kasmmt daege ac keina Langzeitversucie mil VO gl und comit bed der Zulassus
dia Auawirkungan aut olg Urmwelt nur ungendgend beachiet wardan. Weitera gibt dia
Wisscnechatt sahr kormdEng Antwarlsn aut Fragen ur Auswirkang dar Anwendung
won GYO in der Landwirschatt, Cle Veranteortung fir dic Arwendusyy dar GV0 wird
vl Ger EK an dle Witglledstaaten und an die Armesiwler abgeschoben, obwohl die
EU auf Grund des Varsergepringizs verghiichtet whne, slla Aspekta dor Vonwendung
von GWE in allen fsgichen Bersichen mu urdomuchoer, Dess bebrifft avch dis
wirschatiBbchen Auswirkunpen und Spatfoigen.

Ua in den EUMisitliman zur Keexisian? picds derczeerae fseigehalten ist, bleibl as
dan Megliedslealen (bodazsen, dis Haftwngefrage wa 1igen. DR es  jedoch
ynterechiodiche nationale Fagelungen in desem Bereich gibt, wird cs zu
arhazichen Wesibewwsrizuarsamngen euf dem gomeoinsamen Makst  kanmenen,
Fechrsmsichernes wird 85 in den  Grengreglenen  geben, wo es  keine
rwischenstoatlichen  Yersibbarungen gbt  Die  Prasidentenkonferanz dar
Larswirlschaltakammern Omtermeichs forder daner eing auropawsit sinheilichs
Reqglung dar Heftung bei uncrwirschis Koalaminaticn mit GWO.

Disterreich hat durch die Saatgui-Gentaehnb-vVererdrung den Grenzverd Tir 2ulilligs
odar taciyissk nlakt vamseidbare Verunminigunges i GO e Saatgut suf O %
hws ot 0.1 % in der Machkontrolle fesigeselzt, Dieser sfrenge Granzwen bt sich
bewiht und |2t auch im Gkalegiechen Lamdbey akzepten. e Pdsidentenkonfercnz
der Lendwidschafskammmam Catetekcha achiggt dehar war, dicsc Aegelung auch
auf g piischer Ebane einzufilihnen,

Dia P risldentankanferanz dar Landwidschalskammem Cetarreichs sreucht Sie. sehr
gaehrier Har Prisider, be: der Entechasdung firr die Granzwerte Im Sastga die
vorgcbmchien  Arguments zu bemcksistdigen und elnen mogliche! niedigen
Grer@astt nach dstermsichischar Vernild fzetzulegan. Damil kénnde dig EUngeiizehc
Ko alnsn wesvalian Beitreq zur Koaxigtan2 in der EL) loision.,

Die Présisentenkonfersnz der Landnirtechattskammam Gaterreichs stchs fir weiters
GEEFI-?{'I: gome zer Wafigung.
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