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---- Beginning of Translation ----

Presidential Conference of the Agricultural Chambers of Austria

Mister President
Romani Prodi
European Commission
B-1049 Brussels

Vienna, 1 July 2004

Our ref.: III/1-Gr,7/2004 Tel.: +43153441-8593 Fax extension: -8529 E-mail: pkrecht@pklwk.at

Re:Determining tolerance thresholds for the adventitious presence of GMOs in seeds

Dear Mr. President:

Discussions  have  been  going  on  for  quite  some  time  in  the  European  Union  about  the
determination of tolerance thresholds for the adventitious presence of GMOs in seeds. The
last  seed thresholds  to  be mentioned were 0.3% for  rape and maize,  and 0.5% for  beats,
potatoes and cotton.

The  Presidential  Conference  of  the  Agricultural  Chambers  of  Austria  objects  to  these
thresholds for GMO contamination of seeds for various reasons and refers to the Austrian
Regulation on GE and Seeds, where a tolerance threshold of 0.0%, respectively of 0.1% in
follow-up tests,  was determined. The tolerance thresholds mentioned by the EC are by all
means too high and will not allow coexistence in the long run. 

Seeds are the first element in the food and feed chain. The purity requirement for seeds and
the strict labelling requirements for seeds containing GMOs are important prerequisites for the
coexistence of non-GMO and GMO agriculture and food production. But if seeds are already
contaminated with GMOs in concentrations of up to half the tolerance threshold for GMOs in
food and feed, it can not be ruled out that food products produced from these seeds fall under
the GMO labelling requirements, also due to possible other sources of contamination (e.g.
airborne pollen, transport, etc.).

Setting up GM-free zones as recommended in the EU Guidelines on coexistence (K(2003)
2624)  is  not  possible  with  the  proposed  thresholds.  In  these  zones,  which  are  set  up
voluntarily, the use of GMOs in agriculture is not permitted. But if there are no GM-free
seeds, these GM-free zones can not exist, as GM-free production can no longer be guaranteed
due to the reasons mentioned above. 

The Presidential Conference of the Agricultural Chambers of Austria also demands a detailed
scientific analysis and assessment of the economic impacts on agriculture and the downstream
sectors should the thresholds for seeds proposed by the EC be applied. A further problem is



that no long-term tests have been conducted with GMOs and that, consequently, their possible
impacts on the environment can not  be adequately taken into account in the authorisation
process. Moreover, scientists give contrary answers to questions on the possible consequences
of using GMOs in agriculture. Responsibility for the application of GMOs is passed on from
the EC to the member states and the users, although according to the precautionary principle
the EU is responsible for investigating all aspects of the use of GMOs in all possible areas.
This includes economic impacts and long-term consequences. 

As the EU Guidelines on coexistence are not specific on the question of liability, it is up to the
member states to regulate liability. There are, however, different national regulations in this
area, which will lead to considerable distortions of competition in the common market. In
border  regions  where  no  bilateral  agreements  exist,  there  will  be  legal  uncertainty.  The
Presidential  Conference  of  the  Agricultural  Chambers  of  Austria  therefore  demands  a
consistent Europe-wide regulation of liability for unwanted contamination with GMOs. 

In the Regulation on GE and Seeds, Austria has determined the threshold for adventitious or
technically unavoidable presence of GMOs in seeds at 0%, respectively at 0.1% in follow-up
tests.  This  strict  threshold  has  stood  the  test  of  time  and  is  fully accepted in  ecological
farming.  Therefore,  the  Presidential  Conference of  the  Agricultural  Chambers  of  Austria
proposes to introduce the same thresholds on a European level. 

The Presidential  Conference of the Agricultural  Chambers of Austria  beseeches you, dear
Mister President, to take the arguments presented into account when taking the decision on
seed thresholds and to set the threshold as low as possible according to the Austrian example.
The European Commission could thus make an important contribution to coexistence in the
EU. 

The Presidential Conference of the Agricultural Chambers of Austria is gladly available for
further talks.

The president: ÖkR Rudolf Schwarzböck

The secretary general: Dipl.-Ing. August Astl

Copy:
Commissioner Byrne, EC (Health and Consumer Protection)
Commissioner Fischler, EC (Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries)

Notice:
MEP Graefe zu Baringdorf, European Parliament, Brussels
Mag. Fromwald, Greenpeace CEE, Vienna
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